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fame feafon without fowing oats, might anfwer the end pro- 
pofcd. But having never made the experiment I can fay no- 
thing certain on that head. 

I am, &c. 

H. HoLLINGSWOB-TH. 

Head of Elky Nov. 30,-1768. 



ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Peter Miller, of Ephratah, 
to Mr. Charles Thomson, on the time of fowing PEASE, 
fo as topreferve the Crop from being worm-eaten. 

TH E peafe I fend you the fample of are the produce of 
laft fummer. Their feed was very much worm-eaten, 
but as the crop produced from them was no way infected, 
it is evident that their fafety . depended entirely on the time 
of fowing •, which is about the 10th of June, new ftyle. 
This hath been confirmed to me by a farmer here of a long 
experience. 

" The beft method would be to begin fowing towards the 
latter end of May, and continue for a few weeks, fowing 
fome each week, or at the diftance of 3 or 4 days, in order 
to difcover whether the worm does not come from fowing in 
an improper feafon. Some Albany peafe might likewife be 
tried as feed j all which I recommend to the prudent con- 
fiderationof yourfociety. For, if you could make any fu re 
difcovery for the ufe of the country, the public would be 
greatly indebted to you. 
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" Pease were heretofore very plenty in Pennfylvania. I 
knew one farmer in Oley who raifed fixty bufhels at a crop, 
and I did not hear that they were damaged at that time by 
the worm. I mod not forget to tell you, that, as the peafe 
I have fent you are of an excellent kind, and very fcarce 
here, you will be careful to propagate their fpecies. As 
to the lentils which are fent, the time of fowing them is 
early in the fpring, and molt commonly with oats." 

N.'B. . 
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jV. B, It is recommended to fuch as fhall make experiments 
of fowing peafe late, in order to have a crop free from the 
worm, that they would keep an account of the times of fowing, 
and the effect thereof, in regard to their crops, 



An eafy Method of preferring SUBJECTS in SPIRITS. 

By Mr. Lewis Nicola. 

PERSONS curious in preferving Specimens for Natural 
Hiftory are often difappointed by the evaporation, of the 
fpirits, which occafions the lofs of the fubjecl intended to be 
preferved, or they rauft be very careful in often examining 
their bottles, or putting fpirits in fuch as they find have occa- 
fion for a frefh fupply, which, in a large collection requires 
much time, trouble, and expence. This induced Mr. de 
Reaumur to try many experiments, in order to obviate this 
inconvenience -, which he gave to the public in a long diller- 
tation, inferted in the Memoirs or the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences, for the year 1746, after mentioning his different trials, 
he recommends two methods. 

The firft is, to get bottles with glafs ftoppers of a conic 
form in the part that enters the neck of the bottle, and broad 
and fiat at the other end. When the fpirits and fpecimen, fup- 
ported by a piece of wire, are put in, a little Mercury muft be 
thrown into the bottle, and the ftopper fixed in its place, and 
fecured by a piece of bladder or leather tied round it and the 
neck of the bottle; the whole muft be reverfed and placed on 
the broad end of the ftopper, which occafions the Mercury to 
fettle between the neck of the bottle and ftopper, and obftructs 
the evaporation of the fpirits by the only pafiage through which 
the fine pans could fly off He fays, nut oil, thickened to 
the confidence of honey, by a long ex pofu re to the air which 
will give it weight fufficient to fink in a weak fpirit, may fup- 
ply the place of Mercury. 

The fecond method is, for bottles that have not glafs ftop- 
pers for which he recommends a layer, of about two lines 

thicknefs 



